APRIL I7II

journal to Stella

LETTER XXI
[SATURDAY]                              London, April 14, 1711.
REMEMBER, sirrahs, that there are but nine days
between the dates of my two former letters. I sent away
my twentieth this moment, and now am writing on like
a fish, as if nothing was done. But there was a cause for
my hasting away the last, for fear it should not come
time enough before a new quarter began. I told you
where I dined to-day, but forgot to tell you what I believe,
that Mr. Harley will be lord treasurer in a short time, and
other great removes and promotions made. This is my
thought, &c.
15. I was this morning with Mr. secretary, and he is
grown pretty well. I dined with him to-day, and drank
some of that wine which the great duke of Tuscany1 used
to send to Sir William Temple: he always sends some to
the chief ministers. I liked it mightily, but he does not;
and he ordered his butler to send me a chest of it to-
morrow. Would to God MD had it. The queen is well
again, and was at chapel to-day, &c.
i6.2 I went with Ford into the city to-day, and dined
with Stratford, and drank Tockay, and then we went to
the auction; but I did not lay out above twelve shillings.
My head is a little out of order to-night, though no formal
fit My lord keeper has sent to invite me to dinner to-
morrow, and you'll dine better with the Dean, and God
bless you. I forgot to tell you that yesterday was sent me
A Narrative printed, with all the circumstances of Mr.
Harley's stabbing. I had not time to do it myself; so I
sent my hints to the author of the Atalantis* and she has
1  Among Temple's letters is one in which, writing from The Hague,
25 Aug. 1670, N.S^ he thanks the Grand Duke of Tuscany for two letters
'accompagne*e des plus riches vendanges d'ltalie' (Works, 1720, ii. 236).
The Duke was Cosimo III. Cf. p. 48 n.s8
2  On 16 Apr. Swift sent a letter to Argyle (Corrtsp. i. 248), who had
gone to Spain.
3  Mrs. Manley (p. i?3 n.34).  A True Narrative of what pass9 d at the